
Footway Parking and Double Parking (Scotland) Bill 

Response from Merrylee RTO (Residents & Tenants Organisation), Glasgow 

 

We welcome the opportunity to comment on the above named Bill. We think that, if it 

is within the devolved powers of the Scottish Parliament, the proposals are very 

useful for local communities, IF there are alternative solutions to the parking 

problems we experience. 

1. Our experiences of parking on a footway or on a road next to a dropped kerb 

or double parking                                                                                                                     

Our Residents Group represents local people in the small estate of Merrylee in the 

south side of Glasgow (James Dornan is our MSP). There are a lot of tenement 

properties, and very narrow roads. Levels of car ownership have grown massively 

since the estate was built in the 1950s. 

Parking on the pavement is endemic in the area. This would be bad enough if it was 

just on one side of the road, but unfortunately drivers are not always so considerate. 

The local bus service sometimes finds it impossible to drive through the estate. If fire 

appliances had to come through in an emergency, many vehicles would be 

damaged. 

Pedestrians, especially parents with pushchairs, or people in wheelchairs, regularly 

have no option but to use the road to walk on, facing the dangers of moving traffic 

there. 

We have recently liaised with the Council to stop parents from parking on yellow and 

zig zag lines, double parking, and parking on the pavement at the local schools. A 

long barrier was erected along the kerbside, restricting access to the footpath to 

certain points. This has the added advantage of preventing children rushing out into 

the road. It would not be a solution to the problems of parking in the whole estate 

however. 

2. Exceptions                                                                                                                                                                    

We have no objection to emergency vehicles being treated as exceptions, assuming 

they are responding to an emergency at the time, or making it easier for a disabled 

person to enter or leave their property. 

3. Exceptions for waiting vehicles                                                                                                                                                                

We have no objection to health & care services, delivery vehicles or taxis waiting on 

footpaths etc for a very short time. 

4. Exempt areas                                                                                                                                                                        

We can imagine our area being one that may be exempted from these restrictions, 

simply because it would cause a lot of upheaval to put alternative solutions in place: 



e.g. one way system, creation of parking bays on green space, shrinking gardens to 

widen roads. 

5. Enforcement                                                                                                                                                                           

We feel the Bill would be unlikely to be enforced, mainly because of lack of police / 

traffic warden resources, but also because of the lack of parking alternatives in the 

neighbourhood. 

6. Equality issues                                                                                                                                                       

Certainly at the moment people with children in pushchairs and wheelchair users are 

experiencing unequal treatment in terms of their ability to use the footpath. For older 

and younger people the situation presents unnecessary dangers too. 
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